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 Just as the influence of the Holy Spirit is 
recognized when one does an act of charity, 
Christians also must recognize the presence of the 
devil when bullying occurs, Pope Francis said. 

"When we realize that we harbor within 
ourselves the desire to attack someone because they 
are weak, we have no doubt: It is the devil. Because 
attacking the weak is the work of Satan," the pope 
said in his homily January 8 at morning Mass in the 
Domus Sanctae Marthae. 

The pope centered his homily on the day's reading from the First Book of 
Samuel, which recounts the verbal abuse Hannah endured because she was unable to 
conceive a child. Similar accounts in other Bible stories — from Abraham's wife 
Sarah ridiculed by her servant to Job who was rejected by his wife after his misfortune 
— are stories that Christians should take time to reflect on, the pope said. 

"I ask myself: What is within these people? What is it within us that pushes us 
to mock and mistreat others weaker than we are?" the pope asked. "It is 
understandable when a person resents someone stronger than them, perhaps because 
of envy … but toward the weak? What makes us do that? It is something habitual, as if 
I need to ridicule another person to feel confident; as if it were a necessity," he said. 

Pope Francis said that as a child there was a woman named Angelina in 
his neighborhood and she was constantly ridiculed by others, especially children, 
because of her mental illness. While people would generously give her food and 
clothes, local children would make fun of the woman and say, "Let's find 
Angelina and have some fun," the pope said. 

"Today we see it constantly in our schools — the phenomenon of bullying, 
attacking the weak because 'you're fat or foreign or because you're black,'" he said. 
"This means there is something within us that makes us act aggressively toward the 
weak." 

Although psychologists may give a different reason as to why some are 
inclined to bully the weak, Pope Francis said he believed it was "a consequence of 
original sin" and the work of Satan who "has no compassion." 

"Let us ask the Lord to give us the grace of God's compassion," the pope said. 
"He is the one who has compassion on us and helps us to move forward." 



Bullying in America’s Schools 

 



FACTS TO THINK ABOUT 
From the National Center for Education Statistics 

About 5 million students between the ages of 12 and 18 are bullied at schools in 
America each year. Of all public and private school reports of bullying, the issues 
reported include (from the highest number of reports to lowest): 
 

1) Being made fun of, called names, or insulted. 
2) Being the subject of rumors. 
3) Being pushed, shoved, tripped, or spit on. 
4) Being excluded from activities on purpose. 
5) Being threatened with harm. 
6) Being made to do things they didn’t want to do. 
7) Having property destroyed on purpose. 

 

Bullied students reported that bullying occurred in the following places (from the most 
common location to the least common): 

1) The hallway or stairwell at school. 
2) Inside the classroom. 
3) In the school cafeteria. 
4) Outside on school grounds. 
5) Online or by text. 
6) In the school bathroom or locker room. 
7) On the school bus. 

Girls are more frequently bullied at schools than boys. 

Bullying occurs the most in 8th grade. 

41% of students who reported being bullied at school indicated that they think the 
bullying would happen again. 

46% of bullied students report notifying an adult at school about the incident. 

The top 5 reasons for being bullied – based on students reports of bullying – are: 
 

1)  physical appearance. 
2)  race/ethnicity 
3)  gender 
4)  disability 
5)  religion 

 
Reports of cyberbulling are highest among middle school students. 

 


